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Support biodiversity with a Wild Back Yard!

A WILD BACK YARD

with Summit&®Metro Parks




Support biodiversity with a Wild Back Yard!

g

LS W

B < 3o Sy
;:‘:-’H",xtx:;ﬁﬁxfhwjg‘*‘ et




Why do Wild Back Yards matter?

-1,000,000,000 +

-2,000,000,000 +

-3,000,000,000 +

2000 2010

Everything in nature
IS connected




Webpage: bit.ly/WildBackYards

£  News&Publications ~ AboutUs  ContactUs

Summit
Metro l’arlg

Wild Back Yards

Seed Planting Instructions Seasonal Yard Tips Grow a Wild Back Yard
v v v

Discover the Benefits of a Wild Back Yard!

This year, Summit Metro Parks invites you to explore ways to make small changes in your
own yard and make a big impact on local wildlife.

WHY DO WE CARE?

Humans are a part of nature, too. When the plant and animal
communities around us are healthy, it helps us thrive as well. Wild
Back Yards encourages our community to work together to help
wildlife and counteract the effects of habitat loss and habitat
fragmentation. At Summit Metro Parks, we’re your back yard. And
what you do in your yard can help us make an even bigger impact!
Join us to receive more information about Wild Back Yards, with
tips and useful guides for your back yard!

SIGN UP.

We're Your Back Yard Explore Parks & Tralls Things To Do Get Involved Discover Nature

£ News&Publications ~ AboutUs  ContactUs mm
Summit®

Metro Parks L9 & e o o
~ Grow a Wild Back Yard

Bl ek

Sign Up Today About the Program Program Focus Areas Get Rewarded
v N NG v

About the Grow a Wild Back
Yard Program

Help wildlife and earn rewards from the comfort of your own home! We can help wildlife thrive
with small actions in our own back yards or adopted gardens. Download a form below and track
your progress with simple checklists and tips from SMP experts.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

1. sign.up.and download a form below. E

2. Explore the participation form: there are four levels from which to choose.
Find which level Is right for you.

3. Keep track of your progress throughout the year on your form,

4. When you've completed all required steps, return the form to recelve your
rewards (see below for details)

SIGN UPTODAY v




Resources

‘Wildife needs our help. With stressors like habitat loss,
climate change and non-native plants, our local insects,
birds, mammals and other creatures are having a hard
time staying healthy: The good news is, we can help —
and earn rewards! — by taking simple actions in our
own back yards or adopted gardens. Here's how:

1 Toke action at home. Whether you'rs a beginner

ar expert, liva n the city or the suburbs, lear more
about each Wild Back Yards level in the chart below.

PARTICIPATION FORM

GROW A WILD BACK YARD

HELP LOCAL WILDLIFE, EARN REWARDS

@ Get information, tools and resources at
bit.Iylwildbackyards. While youre there, sign up
for monthly emails and check out our calen
dar of free, naturalist-led programs designe
o help you succaed! Lock for this icon.

© Track your progress by checking off the actions
taken, then turn in this form to earn a reward
for each level cos ! Rewards will help you
continue along your Wild Back Yards journey.

NATIVE INVASIVE PLANT HABITAT ECOLOGICAL SPREAD
PLANTING MANAGEMENT QUALITY FOOTPRINT THE WORD
Q3srmore BB Qlrrplement 3 O ApplyJactions  OlTake f action
native spedes planted =Sh= acions fromthe  fomihe Ecologicsl  fram the Spread
ONE noutdoorspace VRN I RIANGS iy Gty it Footprint st the Word st
(hstedt an back) '(::"""’“ (s=e back) (522 back) (se= bock)
Q7ormors  Qerssteasimple  Qimplements  OApplySactions 0 Take 2 acions
native speciesplantedInvasive Plant acnons fromthe  fomthe Ecologesl Fom the Spread
TWO Inoudoorspace  Management Plan  Habitat Qualty list the Ward list
hseed an bac) {re2 webste) 22 back) (122 bock) tse=bock)
QA Remove or
0 15 or more. Qirrplement 7 1 Apply 7 actions. 10 Take 3 actions.
Jeuet native spectes planted centrafor t acnons fromthe Fomthe Ecologeal  from the Spread
THREE I outdoor space T Habitat Qualty list Footprint ist the Word st
tsted on back) s (52 bock) (see bock) a2 bk
o QRemore or
ormore. e o Qivplement? O ApplyPactons  OTaka 5 acions
EXPERT  vaespecerpiies  conirolfr S el [|ioa singatl| [Nt st
n cutdsor space Hatitst Qualy It Foctpri s theWord It
Teuef Osted an back) ey (o2 bock) fse2 bock) s bock)
OVER FOR LIST OF ACTIONS I HELPFUL RESDURCES —>
Neme Summie Counry Resdent: 0 YES 0 NO
Wil Back Yard Locaticn cry
zp Phone. Emal
LovsiCompleesc: D ONE O Two O TRee O EXPERT 4 Duts

Visit bit.Iyiwildbackyards of cal 330-861-3511 for | Rewasls ore FREE ta Summi County resdents

Summit@Metro Parks'
UWe'te Your, Back Yaid

Guide to
OMMON INVASIVE PLANTS

HELP LOCAL WILDLIFE: CHOOSE NATIVE PLANTS

Tteen

AVOID THESE INVASIVE PLANTS

PLANT A SIMILAR NATIVE SPECIES INSTEAD!

Complete it of
INVASIVE PLANTS

T0 AVOID OR REMOVE  YOUR WILD BACK YARD

+ Nicrwery g (A e e

For siiury saed mag reet
wth et il fclbage

+ Suagae raple (Aore socrharumy®
+ R e (Acwr rabrurs)

For Toe- 4 evergrouns:

« Exturn redcadur (Rampens wpnea)
« Acborutam (Thaks occera)

« Exstren white phne (Phss srvean®

Common Name Scantific Name. ‘
Amur honeyucds Lonicera moacki

Autumn olive Elocognus umbelatz

Canada thistls Cirsum arvense

Common reed Phogmites oustrals

Garlic muszard “Allaria petiolets

Glossy buckthorn Frangula olnus [Rhamus frangula] :
Hybrid caril Typha x glouca =

Japanese knotweed

Pelygonum cuspidatum [Fallopia japonica]

Morrow's honeysuckla

Lonicera morrowdi

+ S cherry (s o)

+ Cherry pm (P caasfera)

« Sour cherry (frrus avm)

« Maheb chesry (Pruruz materes)

+ Backmhoen (Prunus speeza)

* WTer fower ng chaTy (Fruns S0 st

+ Sberen crat appie (Maks daccon)

For nave charrms and pum thit
offer sc0ng Diooms and suTmer futs:

* Qhakschuery (s wpvwaed)
* Back Cwrry Prunus seeng®
* Aenutcan phim (Prires avmsare)

Fer sbetarly vt spring oo

* Japenese fowenrg b aspe 0 omuERam A
ooy 4 Swea b 2040 Mok coronana
* Sweer o xede 3
+ Torngo 7ab Mk tariged®
« Praine crud appe (Moks merss)
+ Or matic cranippies
+ Calary pear (Pyeus catiryana)*
+ Chovalind pear Fynu; corere For sbundart white g bioors:
Shbind bt + Comman secaberry
« tradbars pear (yus ok ymme Troded) (Armkonchr arorve®
+ Astanpesr (Prun ool * Flowerng dogwood (Tomos foedsf

« Comman pear (Pt cammms)

Summit@Metro Parks' PAGE S

le've Your Back Yard ~ bty Fwidbscerards

Narrowleaf catail Typha angusiifolia
Nepalese browntop Microstegium vimineum [Andrapogan vimineum]
Furple loosestife Lythrum slicaria

Reed canarygress Phalaris arundinacea.

Shortspike watermilail Myriaphyllum spicatum

Armur corkires Phefodendron amurerse

Arur pepparvine® “Ampelogsis brevipedunalata®

Apple of Paru ‘Nicandra physalodss

‘Asian pear® Pyrus betufolia®

Asistic tearthumb Pelygonum perfoliamm

Bamboo grasses Fargesia spp, Phlostachys spp., Pleioblaseus spp, Bambusa spp.*
Biglesf pertwinkle® Vinca major*

Blackihorn* Prunus spinosa®

Bohemian knotweed Palygonum x bohemicum [Failapia x bohemica]
Border privet” Ligustrum abtusifofium®

Bouncingbet Saponaria officinalis

Bradford pear® Pynus caleryana ‘Bradford*

Brazlian waterwesd Egeria densg [Elodea densa]

Brittle waternymph ‘Najas minor

Burringbush (Mesican fireweed) Bassia scoparia [Kochia scoparia]

Burningbush (Winged euonymus)* Evonymus alatus*

Burtarweed Pocksra glabella [Sanscio giabelks]

Callery peart Pyns calleryana®

Canadian horseweed Conyza conadansis [Erigeron canadansis]
Carslesswead Amaranthus polmeri

* Fiarts bared in the State of Ohis

* Al lseet o Guide t Commen vz Flants

Summit OMetro Parks: PAGE 1

We'te Youb Back Yard ~ bitly/vildbackyards

INVASIVE MANAGEMENT

HOW TO CREATE A PLAN TO PREVENT INVASION

1. Assess your site for habitat type(s) and invasive plant species.

. s there wetland on your property? You may have narrow-leaved cattail (Typha angustifolia),
common reed grass (Phgmites australis), reed canary grass (Phalaris orundinaced), purple
loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) or others.

b. |5 there woodland on your property? You may have garlic mustard (Allaria petiokata),
glossy buckthorn (Frongula alhus), morrow honeysuckle (Lanicera morrowii), Nepalgrass
(Microstegium vimineum) or others.

<. Doyou have scrub/shrub or a field on your property? You may have autumn-clive (Elasagnus
umbeliata), Japanese knotweed (Falopia japonica), Canada thistle (Grsium arvense) or others.

d. About how many individuals of each invasive plant are there on your sitel Where are
they located?

& Are there invasive plants growing on adjacent properties? You may not be able to control
invasive plants on adjacent properties, but these are important sources of invasive seed to
be aware of when developing your management plan.

1. Consider drawing a simple map of your site showing where invasive species are.

2. Confirm identifications of the invasive species at your site using your favorite botanical key or plant
ID guide, or crowdsource the identification by uploading pictures of the plant(s) to iNaturalist.

3. Familiarize yourself with effective management strategies for the invasive plants on your site. The
¥ ag £ you
United States Dep: of Agri has lots of i ion on integrated pest
(IPM) strategies for invasive plant species control mechanisms.

4. Now armed with awareness of the most effective strategies for controlling the invasive plants on
your site, write out a simple plan for when you will treat each species and which method(s) you
will use. Some invasive plants respond better to chemical treatment in the summer just before
flowering, while others will respond better in the fall before leaf drop, 5o be aware of effective
timing as you schedule treatment(s).

5. Implement your management plan and track its success.

B. Revisit periodically as nesded. Some invasive species may require more than one treatment or
may require a combination of methods for effective climination. After invasive plants arc removed
from your site, plan to survey periodically to spot any new invasive plants spreading from adjacent
properties or germinating from the seed bank Revise your management plan as necessary.

Summit@Metro Parks'

We'te Your Back Yard ~ bicly /wildbackyards




Joue
ONE

NATIVE
PLANTING

13 or more
native species planted
in outdoor space
(listed on back)

Recognition program

INVASIVE PLANT
MANAGEMENT

1 No yard
—OR-
Identify 3 plants
in your yard
(see website)

HABITAT
QUALITY

U Implement 3
actions from the
Habitat Quality list
(see back)

ECOLOGICAL
FOOTPRINT

U Apply 3 actions
from the Ecological
Footprint list
(see back)

SPREAD
THE WORD

] Take 1 action
from the Spread
the Word list
(see back)

Jevel
TWO

17 or more
native species planted
in outdoor space
(listed on back)

] Create a simple
Invasive Plant
Management Plan
(see website)

] Implement 5
actions from the
Habitat Quality list
(see back)

] Apply 5 actions
from the Ecological

Footprint list
(see back)

] Take 2 actions
from the Spread
the Word list
(see back)

1 15 or more

] Remove or
control for 1

U Implement 7

J Apply 7 actions

] Take 3 actions

devel native species planted actions from the from the Ecological from the Spread
P P g P
T H n EE in outdoor space in:;sri:ren:; nt Habitat Quality list Footprint list the Word list
(listed on back) (see website) (see back) (see back) (see back)
1 Remove or \ :
30 or more [ Implement 9 1 Apply 9 actions ] Take 5 actions
- . control for all ; i
Ex p E nT native species planted actions from the from the Ecological from the Spread
) common : o o .
i p in outdoor space invasive plants Habitat Quality list Footprint list the Word list
(listed on back) P (see back) (see back) (see back)

(see website)




Rewards

(> LEVEL 2

| GREW
A WILD BACK YARD

with Summit@®Metro Parks

LEVEL3

16%
A WILD BACK YARD

with Summit©Metro Parks

LEVEL 1

2%
GREW
oy
rJ

*
A WILD BACK YARD
with Summit©OMetro Parks

EXPERT LEVEL
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What comes to mind
when you hear
“Fall cleanup?”







Leave the
Leaves!

» Most recognized phrase
related to fall cleanup

» Here are some ways to
deal with fallen leaves...

VA XERCE Leaves are not litter. They are food and she h
. ‘)S(ong:Té f butt rflies, beetles, bees, moth and mo
oi




. Butterflies b%
But first...

Why dead leaves?

‘w Protection

Spiders ’/
[ #

Leaf litter provides
habitat for all sorts
of native wildlife...

Moisture

\ Soil Nutrients

Insects

\% Shelter
oA Food %
N K Fireflies

Puppae

1%

l()&\

L4

Avoid mowing leaves to
protect cocoons & small
creatures

ii Wn()(“lu

Leaves are full of
nutrients - find
some way that they
can go back into
your soil
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How To Use
Your Leaves

To Help Solve the Biodiversity Crisis

/

Leave them where
they fall

Ways To Use Your Leaves

R AL

,.,-‘a.-rl;’ "-'l~
Rake into ] # Pile to make beds larger
garden beds “f[". (or make new ones)




How To Use

Your Leaves
To Help Solve the Biodiversity Crisis

Scatter in
wooded areas

Layers of browns in
active compost




Threats to our
leaves...

» Non-native worms
» Bad PR
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The iconic
wooly bear!
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Amphibians:
masters of winter!




Save the
s Stems!

» In tandem with
leaving leaves

» Here’s how...







Bundle seed
heads and place
where you’d like




Mason bee
homes




Female bees find —
cut or naturally- §

Cut back dead . occurring open | ¢
flower stalks « | stemsstata |3
leaving stem . nest, thenlay | *
stubble of aneggonthe |C
varying height, pollen balls,
8 to 24 inches, Larvae eat
to provide the pollen.
nest cavities.

Graphics and content: Colleen Satyshur, Elaine Evans, Heather Holm, Sarah Foltz-Jordan
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Leave the logs

“ » Brush piles & larger debris

\ 0=




Logs in the
landscape

Homes for cavity-nesting
birds, primary
(woodpeckers) & secondary
(bluebirds, chickadees...)

Fungus gardens - food for
everything from slugs and
snails to skunks & flying
squirrels!

Lichens colonize dead wood
& provide camouflage for
hummingbird nests

Homes for amphibians
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DRAIN TILE
A B

DRAIN TILE

Wildlife-focused
brush piles
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Plant a
“soft landing”

» Trees need friends!

» Surround trees with other
plants

» Helps cool roots, prevent
erosion, & protect from
lawn equipment

» Provides habitat for
insects to complete their
life cycles
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“Soft landings” - Heather Holm

1‘,' Great oak Eastern
: dagger moth > buck moth




“Soft landings” - Heather Holm
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. NS Plant a tree

» Last call!

» Fall is the gentlest time
to plant trees - as soon as
they break dormancy in
spring they can begin
growing in the mild,
moist conditions
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Protect &
provide water

» Fish, turtles, frogs &
more need clean water
year-round

» Consider adding a heater
to small ponds to
promote oxygen
exchange

» Open water can be drunk
by birds & mammals













Create an
insect home

» Lots of designs

» Adds interest &
conversation starter
to landscape
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lots of opt

Bee houses




Delay spring
cleanup

» Wait to move leaves
until nighttime temps
are consistently
above 50F

» Better option - avoid
altogether
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So why care
about insects??
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Just the facts...

ON THE MAP! |
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HOMEGROWN
NATIONAL PARK"

HomegrownNationalPark.org o

» 92% of our suburban areas is

lawn, which does not contribute
to local food webs

If 50% of lawns in the US were
converted to native plantings, we'd
create an area of 20 million acres, 9x
bigger than Yellowstone, 100x bigger
than Shenandoah



Lastly, we must
reconsider what \ke
find “beautiful”
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Got
neighbors!?

Start Small!

WILDLIFB



"Unless someone like you cares
a whole awful lot,

Nothing is going to get better.
It’s not.”

~ Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

Thank you!
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Upcoming programming:

Accepting submissions to our annual photo exhibit 2> Nov |6
Fall Hiking Spree continues = Nov 30t
Homegrown Habitats: Seed Starting — Thursday, Nov |13t 6:30 PM

Native Seed Collecting — Sunday, Nov 9%, 1:00 PM

Learn more at:
SummitMetroParks.org

Summit®®
Metro Parks



“If you have a backyard, this book is for you.”
~Richard Louy, author of Last Child in the Woods

Brmgmg
‘Nature

@8 UPDATED AND EXPAND

“How You Can
| Sustain Wildlife
ket with Native Plants

Douglas W. Tallamy

With aForeword by Rick Darke

POLLINATORS
OF NATIVE PLANTS

Attract, Observe and |dentify
Pollinators and Beneficial Insects
with Native Plants

Attracting

NATIVE
POLLINATORS

Identify the flower-visiting IZEHECIESRIEN] ! d
r region and

Heather Holm

Summitmetroparks.org g

and pollinator friendly


http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9780881928549-0
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