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Why do Wild Back Yards matter?

Everything in nature 

is connected



Webpage: bit.ly/WildBackYards



Resources



Recognition program



Rewards





What comes to mind 
when you hear
“Fall cleanup?” 



More 

thoughtful    
(or altogether less) 

work = 

healthier 

backyard 

habitats for 

our wild 

neighbors!



Leave the 

Leaves!

 Most recognized phrase 

related to fall cleanup

 Here are some ways to 

deal with fallen leaves...



Leaf litter provides 
habitat for all sorts 
of native wildlife...

Avoid mowing leaves to 
protect cocoons & small 

creatures

Leaves are full of 
nutrients – find 

some way that they 
can go back into 

your soil

But first...

Why dead leaves?









Threats to our 

leaves...

 Non-native worms

 Bad PR



The iconic 

wooly bear!









Amphibians:
masters of winter!



Save the 

Stems!

 In tandem with 

leaving leaves

 Here’s how…



Leave stems untouched:

Last season’s flowers =

this season’s bird

feeders!



Bundle seed 

heads and place 

where you’d like



Mason bee 

homes







Foxglove beardtongue Wild strawberry

Little bluestem Purple coneflowerSunflowers & grasses

Joe pye weed, beebalm, etc.

Winter landscaping: 

beneficial AND 

beautiful!



Leave the logs

 Brush piles & larger debris 

= important homes



Logs in the 

landscape

 Homes for cavity-nesting 

birds, primary 

(woodpeckers) & secondary 

(bluebirds, chickadees...)

 Fungus gardens – food for 

everything from slugs and 

snails to skunks & flying 

squirrels!

 Lichens colonize dead wood 

& provide camouflage for 

hummingbird nests

 Homes for amphibians







Wildlife-focused 

brush piles





Plant a        

“soft landing”

 Trees need friends!

 Surround trees with other 

plants

 Helps cool roots, prevent 

erosion, & protect from 

lawn equipment

 Provides habitat for 

insects to complete their 

life cycles





“Soft landings” – Heather Holm



“Soft landings” – Heather Holm



Native ferns



Black-eyed Susan, Joe-pye weed... Wild ginger, trillium, Jacob’s ladder, Virginia bluebells...



Plant a tree

 Last call!

 Fall is the gentlest time 

to plant trees – as soon as 

they break dormancy in 

spring they can begin 

growing in the mild, 

moist conditions



Shagbark Hickory



Protect & 

provide water

 Fish, turtles, frogs & 

more need clean water 

year-round

 Consider adding a heater 

to small ponds to 

promote oxygen 

exchange

 Open water can be drunk 

by birds & mammals









Create an  

insect home

 Lots of designs

 Adds interest & 

conversation starter 

to landscape



Bee houses – lots of options



Delay spring 

cleanup

 Wait to move leaves 

until nighttime temps 

are consistently 

above 50F

 Better option – avoid 

altogether



So why care 
about insects??





















Lastly, we must 

reconsider what we 

find “beautiful”



Cardinalflower, purple coneflower, black-eyed Susan...



Blazing star, scarlet beebalm, orange coneflower, obedient plant...



Purple & orange coneflower, beebalm, switchgrass...





Location, location, location... 

There’s still room for native 

plants!

You can make 

a difference at 

any scale...



Got 

neighbors? 

Start Small!



“Unless someone like you cares 
a whole awful lot,
Nothing is going to get better. 
It's not.” 
                        ~ Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-k0hJti4RbYg/T8wUEPPzahI/AAAAAAAAABE/wpd9Gcv3FeY/s1600/lorax-the.png

Thank you!

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6YaP9LlAcTOvAM&tbnid=ZFdQ4EPSnDjqXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://loraxblogreport.blogspot.com/&ei=y3VEUpy6LJKt4APn9IGIDA&bvm=bv.53217764,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNEHxeGx9WTtc2NAu_-Wfg6u1huPJg&ust=1380304693566870


→

→



http://www.bringingnaturehome.net/static/img/book.jpg

Summitmetroparks.org

http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9780881928549-0
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